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1. Prior to King Husayn’s recent departure for Istanbul and Europe, he 
stated to Samir Rifai th: t Jordan is badly in need of a nan strong 
enough to hold ita faltering government together and hinted that 
Hifai wight be the man to fill the bill, Rifai inferred from this 
that a tentative offer of the post of Prim© Minister had boon made* .. 

2. S a mir Rifai is widely regarded as one of zhe zno Jordanian leaders 
capable of organising und maingaiulng a strong and effective govern- 
ment (the other being Tawfiq Abul liuda, a recognized British favorite, 
presontly not acceptable to the Jordanian public. ) Rifai is 
competent, har'd working, not violently anti-foroign, and possibly 
better disposed toward too Americans than toward the British. %% 


Source Comments: 


% Source obtained this information in a confidential conversation with 
Abbas Uirzih, a ppominont Circassian leader and Government official 
concerning whom information has previously been submitted. Source 
states that liirslh Is a close friend of Samir Rifai and that he 
(Mirzlh) hatos the British. 

» NOSTRIL states that Subject once stated tc him tn&t H P 0 int XV would 
make Jordan a parauise if it .vers not for British interference." 


Sub-Source Comment ; 

NOSTRIL also reported that Uirzih made the statements paraphrased 
in tha following paragraph. They are presented as a "Sub-Oource 
Comment" because while they are quite probably Hirzih f s honest 
opinions, they may no a be in every respect true. 

Queen Eain ia a close friend of Jordan’s current Prime IJini3ter 
Fawzi foulqi. It is anticipated that the hulqi Gov 3 rnment,a weak 
one, will fall shortly after the return of King Uusayn and the 
opening of Parliament on or about 1 November 1953. The Queen 
represents ftulqi's main support at this point ani ahe may make 
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a determined effort to prevent the acceptance of ills resignation. 
The tjieen^ ultima to strategy Tor insuring British compliance 
with her demands is to thro?rten to leevo the country, telling 
the world at large that sho vrn3 driven out by the British. 

Rifai was one of the individuals :/ho helped ostablish Amir Naif 
as Recent immediately following tho assaos ination of King Abdullah. 
5 r iti3h Ambassador Kirkbride begged Rffr.i to keep the position of 
Prime Minister and reform the Cabinet. Tiifai refused because he 
did not wish to put himself in tho position of being a tool of 
the British. 


Source Comments (Ths following interesting, if eomev/hat disjointed, ! 

analysis, is purely NOSTRIL* a own, and is offend only 
for what it niay be worth. N03T IL is, after all, in 
close touch with Said Mufti, Abbas Mirzih, and certain 
other prominent Jordanian poll tic iarnn - ) — " 

NOSTRIL Stated that the above report is not necessarily in conflict 
with his previous report to tho effect that the I£ing had offered 
the Premiership to Bald Mufti., It is quite conceivable that the 
King made a specific point-blank offer to Kufti and at the same 
time made a tentative or exploratory offer to Kifal. NOSTRIL 
believes that Mufti will be given first chance at the position but 
reiterates that Mufti may well refuse it on the ground that ha will 
have no connection with a Government which is to be in power during 
a period in which negotiations with Israel or the possibility thereof 
might be opened. If the British conclude that the country is in too 
wealc a condition, because of its sinking economy and past maladminis- 
tration, I -hoy may insist on Rifa.L as Prime Minister in order to 
bolster and stabilize the seat ci* authority. 



CJirfhGL u.S, 





OH IX 


